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The Committee on the Rights of the Child todayeesad the third periodic report of the
Netherlands, including Aruba and the Netherlandsll@s, on how that country is
implementing the provisions of the Convention o& hghts of the Child.

Andre Rouvoet, Minister for Youth and Families loé tNetherlands, introducing the report of
the Netherlands, began by noting that the Nethdslamow had a Minister for Youth and
Families, a post which he was the first to holdichlunderlined the importance the
Government attached to a specific policy for clafdryoung people and families. Indeed, the
constructive recommendations the Committee had radideving its review of the
Netherlands second periodic report in 2005 hadahadjor impact on the development of the
child and youth policy in the Netherlands. The Catter's recommendation to adopt a
"comprehensive national plan of action for childrbad been implemented, and preparations
were currently under way for Dutch Parliament tecdss a bill to amend the current National
Ombudsman Act in the Netherlands, which would em&arliament to appoint an
ombudsman for children. In addition, a statutoryg ba the use of violence in child rearing
had been laid down in Dutch legislation. The Ndtrats would ratify the second Optional
Protocol to the Convention (Optional Protocol oa itivolvement of children in armed
conflict) either this month or the next.

Presenting the report by the Netherlands Antil@saryra Leeflang, Minister of Education,
Sport and Culture of the Netherlands Antilles, sh&lpriority the Government attached to
youth policy was embodied in the "Delta plan foueation and youth”, which had the
ambition to reach and keep track of all childred goungsters and intervene where needed,
in order to prevent them from dropping out of sdhiMoreover, by 2008 all legislation
regarding primary, secondary and vocational edocdtad been revised including
improvements such as the obligation of schoolgpont child abuse and the right of parents
to choose the instruction language of their child.

Introducing the report of Aruba, Angelique R. Pster, Senior Legal Adviser of the
Department of Foreign Affairs of Aruba, said thairaft revised criminal code had now been
finalized which would significantly increase thgé# protection for children by further
extending and tightening the criminalization ofivas acts harmful to children. The new
anti-discrimination provisions would also incredise protection provided by the law for
children with disabilities. Other developments higihted included the establishment of the
Counselling and Reporting Centre on Child Abus2db.

In preliminary remarks, Maria Herczog the Committegoert serving as co-Rapporteur for
the report of the Netherlands, said that what tathdrlands had achieved in the area of
children's welfare had been very impressive. Amm@mgaining issues of concern, it was still
hoped that the reservations the Netherlands hauh timkthe Convention would be lifted. It
was also hoped that the next report would be aathdne, including the three areas of the
Kingdom, so it would be easier to see the comprakerpicture and to better compare the
situation of children throughout the Netherlands.

Other Experts raised a series of questions pemnaia, among other things, the mandate and
independence of the planned children's ombudsmserimination against children; waiting



lists for children to enter mental health instibuis; health services for adolescents, in
particular drug and alcohol policies; measuresetibelo promote language acquisition and
learning among migrant children; measures to enbatehe State prioritised strengthening
of the family over the relegation of children taiitutional care; and an increase in the
number of juveniles being held in "closed" facd#iand the root causes of that trend. With
regard to both the Netherlands Antilles and Arudmacerns were voiced about the situation
of children with disabilities; the holding of mireoand adults together in detention facilities;
drug problems among youth; high school dropoutsratel illegal adoptions.

The Committee will release its formal, written clutting observations and recommendations
on the third periodic report of the Netherlandsdode the end of its three-week session,
which will conclude on 30 January 2009.

The delegation of the Netherlands included Boudew#in Eenennaam, the Permanent
Representative of the Netherlands to the UnitedoNatOffice at Geneva, as well as other
members of the Permanent Mission, and numerous eranfiom the three constituent
countries of the Kingdom. From the Netherlands,délegation contained representatives
from the Ministry of Justice; the Ministry of Youdnd Families; the Ministry of Health,
Welfare and Sport; the Ministry of Social AffairsdaEmployment; and the Association of the
Provinces of the Netherlands. From the Netherl#&udgles, representatives were present
from the Public Prosecutor's Office; the Directerfr Youth and Youngster's Development;
the Training and Resource Centre for Early ChildhGare and Education; the Directorate of
Foreign Relations; and the Directorate of Geneedlth. From Aruba, there were
representatives from the Department of Social Adfahe Department of Education; and the
Public Prosecutor's Office.

As one of the 193 States parties to the Conventi@nNetherlands is obliged to present
periodic reports to the Committee on its effortsdmply with the provisions of the treaty.
The delegation was on hand throughout the daydsegmt the report and to answer questions
raised by Committee Experts.

When the Committee next meets at 10 a.m. on Fritkhyanuary, it will consider the initial
report of the Netherlands under the Optional Pttethe Convention on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornograpl@RC/C/OPSC/NLD/1).

Report of the Netherlands, including Aruba and Netherlands Antilles

The second periodic report of the Netherlands (CREILD/3) notes that, regrettably, the
Netherlands is currently witnessing a growing ralisation among two different sets of
young people: those attracted by the ideology efféin right and those who set their Islamic
beliefs above the law of the land. These young lge@pect the whole concept of an open,
pluralistic and tolerant society and are incredgitgrning their backs on mainstream society.
Some are even prepared to use violence to actheweends. These developments constitute
a serious threat to the social cohesion and sgafrthe Netherlands. The young people
involved are becoming radicalised at an increagiegtly age. Since 2004, government
authorities at the national and local level haverbestablishing programmes to combat
radicalisation. They are working with Muslim andhet organizations to try to keep young
people within mainstream society and to increase& ttemocratic awareness and that of the
surrounding community. In addition, professionéts police officers and youth workers are
being trained to detect radicalisation and respaifettively. In the case of younger children,



it is important to organise activities in schoats/olve peer groups and parents, and ensure
some form of supervision of the Koran classes plewiin mosques. Various activities of this
kind are being undertaken around the country: ¥angle, a national Respect Day is being
held and the mosques in Rotterdam are becomingasurgly open about the teaching given
on their premises. Such measures will remain anramgifocus of government concern.

The report of Aruba, included in the Netherlangsorg details a number of responses to
Committee recommendations. On the issue of disathigdren, it notes that since Aruba is a
small country, it is unfortunately not always atagrovide specialised care or special
education for such children. There is no rounddloek care for disabled children. There are
no educational services or day care for childreih wiotor and/or serious multiple

disabilities. Children with learning difficultiesag be eligible for special education in Aruba,
but because of the lack of facilities, they oftex @p on waiting lists or can only be placed
for a portion of the week. The Foundation for thertally Disabled draws regular attention
to such problems. With the help of the board ofegners and the parents’ committee, certain
schools have in recent years improvised and adapéadbuildings, sports and recreational
facilities for the access and use of disabled gupibwever, other public buildings and
amenities require more attention and substantegbtation. Current building adaptations are
often the result of private initiatives and as steduire planning and building permits.
Building adaptations for disabled access are swggptismeet certain guidelines, but these are
not laid down in law and are therefore not mandatdew legislation is in preparation which
will make disabled access a mandatory elementiidibg adaptation, and will ensure that
construction work is also approved by an inspedibese amendments are due to be
presented to parliament in 2007.

The Netherlands Antilles report, responding to Cotte® recommendations on the subject of
child abuse, notes that the new Youth Care potasnéwork was approved by the Council of
Ministers of the Netherlands Antilles in April 2005lays down guidelines for dealing with
cases of child abuse, and adopts a number of mesaguensure that the problem is dealt with
quickly, effectively and efficiently. The Youth Gapolicy framework also proposes that
every school in the Netherlands Antilles shouldehagcess to a school social worker. The
Youth Care policy framework and the draft Natio®atlinance on Youth Care both
emphasize the importance of children being ableport problems, and social workers to
intervene, at an early stage. The Child ProteaNgency also has had a care contract with the
island territory of Curacgao to operate a telephuglpline for children since 2004, but owing
to financial difficulties and changes to the telemounications technology it did not become
active until November 2006. The child helpline nanfor the Netherlands Antilles is 918.
The switchboard is manned 24 hours a day.

Pr esentation of Report

ANDRE ROUVOET, Minister for Youth and Families difet Netherlandsexplaining the
make up of the Netherlands, said that the KingdbtheNetherlands had three constituent
parts: the country of the Netherlands, and the@aabbean parts, the countries of the
Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. The countries efitingdom were on an equal standing,
each bearing primary responsibility for the impleagion of the Convention in their
respective territory.

Turning to the country of the Netherlands, Mr. Roetvnoted that the Netherlands now had a
Minister for Youth and Families, a post which heswiae first to hold, which underlined the



importance the Government attached to a specificypfor children, young people and
families.

A great deal had happened since the Committeewedi¢he second report of the
Netherlands on 19 January 2005, Mr. Rouvoet obdeiMee constructive recommendations
the Committee had made at the time had had a nmag@ct on the development of the child
and youth policy in the Netherlands. For instatice,Committee's recommendation to adopt
a "comprehensive national plan of action for cl@fdrhad been implemented. Shortly after
the launch of the Ministry for Youth and Familiég, had presented a plan entitled "Every
Opportunity for Every Child" to the Dutch Parlianbewhich set out the ambitions and
actions of the Dutch Government with regard todreih.

A second striking example of the impact of the Cattea's recommendations was the
procedure to set up a children's ombudsman in gtaédlands, Mr. Rouvoet posited.
Preparations were currently under way for DutcHi®@aent to discuss a bill to amend the
current National Ombudsman Act in the Netherlamdgch would enable Parliament to
appoint an ombudsman for children.

Yet another example of a recommendation by the Citiewrthat had been carried out was
the statutory ban on the use of violence in chelating which had been laid down in Dutch
legislation. Mr. Rouvoet was also pleased to annedhat the Netherlands would ratify the
second Optional Protocol to the Convention (Optidtratocol on the involvement of
children in armed conflict) either this month oe thext.

Although the Netherlands was making progress, tagyto continue to assess their actions
critically, Mr. Rouvoet recognized. There werelssisues that continued to require their full
commitment. One such issue was combating childeabiten he had taken office, the
number of children victimized by child abuse hadved much higher than had previously
been assumed. The fight against child abuse therafx to continue in the coming years.

Another issue that remained on their agenda wafattehat children and parents still had to
wait too long to receive the appropriate care. @mgaalternatives for children in detention by
expanding the capacity of closed youth care askbuas possible was another concern for
the immediate future.

Mr. Rouvoet concluded that, in years to come, @#nal, regional and local authorities in
the Netherlands had to work diligently to maximize implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and he reaffirmed thatatgih's rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child constituted the basis for Dugolith policy.

OMARYRA LEEFLANG, Minister of Education, Sport ar@ulture of the Netherlands
Antilles, said that, since its entry into force in 199& @onvention had been an important
instrument and a basis for formulating Antilleadi@ges. As had been mentioned earlier, the
Netherlands Antilles was an autonomous part oKingdom of the Netherlands. It consisted
of the five islands of Curacao, Sint Maarten, Bomabint Eustatius and Saba. Although
national policies were made by the Central Goventroéthe Netherlands Antilles, each
island had its own internal self-governance and pvamarily responsible for the execution
thereof.

Even in these historic moments of constitution&dnm, on explicit instructions from the



Prime Minister of the Netherlands Antilles, the @ovment had declared youth policy as the
highest priority, Ms. Leeflang underscored. Thabmy was embodied in the "Delta plan for
education and youth" with the ambition to reach leelp track of all children and youngsters
and intervene where needed, in order to prevem fh@m dropping out of school.

A major achievement of that plan was the amendmktite National Ordinance on
Compulsory Education, for children 4 to 18 years, Meeflang observed. Special attention
had also been given to enforce compulsory educatiarmultidisciplinary way. For
youngsters who had already dropped out or thredtendrop out, a compulsory Youth
Training had been developed in which training wiasmup to the age of 24 years.

Another achievement was that by 2008 all legistategarding primary, secondary and
vocational education had been revised. The newlign included, for example, the
obligation of schools to report child abuse andriplet of parents to choose the instruction
language of their child. Other examples of achiexatsi made by the Netherlands Antilles
were efforts in the recognition and funding of gsylogical treatment for children and a law
adopted in October 2008 aimed at protecting eatti abainst child pornography (including
virtual images), prostitution and sexual abuseyeltas a prohibition against the sale or
provision of alcohol to children, Ms. Leeflang craed.

Presenting the report of Aruba, ANGELIQUE R. PETERS Senior Legal Adviser of the
Department of Foreign Affairs of Arupaaid that both the Convention on the Rights ef th
Child and the Optional Protocol on the sale ofdreih, child prostitution and child
pornography were implemented in Aruba's legal systeough national legislation and
national policy.

Highlighting a few areas in which important progrésd been made, Ms. Peterson said that
the draft revised criminal code had now been faali Once it became effective, the revised
code would significantly increase the legal pratector children by further extending and
tightening the criminalization of various acts h&rhto children. The new anti-discrimination
provisions would also increase the protection gitedtiby the law for children with
disabilities. Furthermore, the introduction of tiew code would completely revise and
modernize juvenile criminal law.

Secondly, in recent years, policy development haelnga high priority to further developing
and strengthening the chain of responsibility bbejanizations and authorities involved with
youth care, whether they were in the field of scae, health care, juvenile justice,
education or other area. The establishing of thenSelling and Reporting Centre on Child
Abuse in 2005 played an important role in that chior the first time, there was a database
for cases involving child abuse and neglect, wipibvided an important basis from which to
further develop policy initiatives, Ms. Petersordarscored.

Moreover, for those children who ran into problemith justice and/or had serious
behavioural problems, important progress had besheron the creation of a special
residential facility.

Ms. Peterson highlighted education as anotheriar@aich important developments were
taking place in Aruba. Recently, a new nationalcadion plan (2007-2017), inspired by
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultu@abanization's "Education for All" plan
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, baein launched.



In conclusion, Ms. Peterson drew attention to det fhat, following an April 2005
referendum held on all the five islands of the Neimds Antilles, the islands of Sint Maarten
and Curacoe had chosen to become countries withiKingdom of the Netherlands, and St.
Eustatius and Saba had chosen to become part betherlands as "public entities". That
meant that in 2010 the Netherlands Antilles wowddse to exist and the new constellation of
the Kingdom, consisting of four countries, woulldaffect.

Questions by Experts

LUIGI CITARELLA, the Committee Expert serving as perteur for the report of the
Netherlandssaid the very large and representative delegafidime Netherlands' three
constituent parts and the very good report subdhlitethe Netherlands all testified to the
strong commitment of that country in the area dlidcn and their rights. He also noted the
United Nations Children's Fund report (2007) acoaydo which the children of the
Netherlands were among the happiest in the wodading scored first place in ranking of
child well-being among 21 industrialized countries.

Turning to questions and concerns, Mr. Citarellsevbed that there were still three
outstanding reservations by the Netherlands t&Cthevention and asked for an update on the
continuing reasoning behind those reservationsrdrether any changes were contemplated
in the future.

Regarding the tripartite structure of the NethetlgrMr. Citarella was concerned that the
distribution of the competency to implement the @mtion in the Netherlands to its three
entities, as had been presented here today, i&zluneven implementation, and therefore to
discrimination.

With regard to the new Ministry for Youth and Faesl of the Netherlands, Mr. Citarella
asked for more information about its coordinatioke with regard to programmes and
policies for children within the Government.

Mr. Citarella felt that it was strange that sotfagre was no comprehensive, systematic
approach to collect and evaluate disaggregatedotiataildren. The Committee had made
specific recommendations on this in 2004, andalatved ample time for some headway to
be made in this area.

Finally, Mr. Citarella said there seemed to be séone of discrimination in the schools. In
some schools in the Netherlands there appearesl aadifficulty in admitting "non-resident"
children. He would appreciate more information loatt

Other Experts then raised a series of questiontaiparg to, among other things, the planned
children's ombudsman, and whether it would be miadd@ investigate complaints by
children, as well as have a role in promoting tle@&ntion; government funding for non-
governmental organizations working in the areahilflcen’s rights; examples of legislation in
which the best interest of the child was specifjcedferred to; and efforts to help recognize
and preserve the religious and cultural backgrafnohmigrants.

On discrimination against children, an Expert rditee statistics contained in the Human
Rights Watch report, which showed that not enough laeing done to combat discrimination



at the local level of government, with less tharp#0 cent of local governments having
formulated general policies or action plans ongmci

With regard to both the Netherlands Antilles andil#&, an Expert voiced concerns about the
situation of children with disabilities and a lamkprogrammes and policies for them, noting,
for example, that on Saba children with severehilisias did not go to school.

Response by the Delegation

Responding to these questions and others, theatelagturning to the reservations to the
Convention, said following a thorough consideratdits reservation to article 26 (all
children have the right to social security), theyead that in the Netherlands social security
was provided to the child via the parents. As tlwcD social security system had not
changed, the reservation would have to remainricefo

As for the reservation to 37 (c), which providedttbhildren deprived of liberty be kept
separated from adults, there was a possibilityatcB law that 16 to 18 year olds charged
with especially grave crimes could be judged andided as adults, at the Judge's discretion.
A survey had showed that only 1 per cent of suslesavere treated in this way. As it
appeared that that power was not being abused@site@lieved that judges should be allowed
to keep this discretionary power, the delegatigniared.

On the Ministry for Youth and the Family, the dedégn said that the primary advantage of
the new Ministry was to coordinate all areas ofévahce for children and the family under
one body, which had the primary responsibilitydoeas such as childcare, youth protection,
youth health care, care at school, youth employmelity and family policy. It also was able
to ensure in all Cabinet meetings that there wasna@prehensive approach focusing on the
best interests of parents and children.

Regarding the children's Ombudsman, the delegaaahthat the Committee's
recommendations had figured prominently in the teeba the establishment of that
institution, with a bill currently before Parlianters to the mandate of the children's
ombudsman, as the draft stood now, it includethallpowers that the Experts had raised — to
investigate and hear complaints, monitor the sauatf children's rights to promote the
Convention and others. The new body would be censdla "substitute” for the current
Ombudsman and would thus share its independentssiaivould also not have a hierarchical
relationship with the National Ombudsman's offizet would be placed alongside it.

The present National Ombudsman did not have a ni@naanonitor implementation of
children’s rights, the delegation added.

With regard to the Netherlands Antilles, the detegawished to reiterate that, despite the
fact that the Netherlands Antilles was currentlyha process of dismantling its structures, the
Netherlands Antilles did have a national plan dfaacon children — which she had mentioned
in her intervention. Despite the historic procelsgestructuring that was taking place, the
Delta Plan for Education and Youth had been deesl@s a priority. They wanted to be sure
that they had all of their children in focus andilcbkeep them in place. The Delta plan had
been anchored in seven specific laws — includingcational laws that provided parents with
the option of choosing their children's languagesfruction and ensured that children were
able to communicate in four languages at the erdedf compulsory education.



In terms of dissemination, the Convention had lesmmslated into the three official languages
of the Antilles and disseminated to all schoolsdries, and professionals and non-
governmental organizations working in the areahiificen.

The delegation confirmed that Aruba had also digsai®d the Convention widely.
Moreover, the National Committee on the Rightshef Child would also launch a website in
February 2009 in the Papiamento language on chiklreghts to promote awareness of the
Convention. It would make the reports to the Corteriand the Committee's
recommendations known to a broad audience.

Aruba also had a Youth Parliament, with some 80 be¥s) that was very active in presenting
its views to Parliament, the delegation noted.

Further Questions by Experts

During the second round of questions, MARIA HERCZ®& Committee Expert serving as
co-Rapporteur for the report of the Netherlgrsdsd, concerning family responsibility and
guidance, that the efforts of the Netherlands toea® strong families and the focus on
prevention were in accordance with the Conventiothe Rights of the Child. In that vein,
she welcomed the new Ministry for Youth and Famsilidowever, she wondered about the
coordination of its double mandate and worried thédren might not be the primary focus.

Ms. Herczog also wondered if there was a procettufeed in the opinions of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and children dgoision-making on children's issues,
in particular was there a mechanism within the Btiyi for working with NGOs?

Another concern was whether professionals, inclygiolice, were properly trained to listen
to children. Ms. Herczog drew attention to statsshowing that children were reluctant to
consult professionals for problems they encountered

On Aruba, Ms. Herczog wanted more information oy clre for children, which the report
had indicated was problematical. How many childeeme in day care and what kinds of
problems were they experiencing?

Other Experts raised further concerns and askestigne on topics including, among others,
programmes for autistic children; waiting lists @ildren to enter mental health institutions;
health services for adolescents, in particular @ alcohol policy; the keeping of DNA
files on minors; further information on multiculadmpeer groups for children; complaints that
human rights and child rights education were raietjuded in school curricula and the
courses were poor; measures to better promote dgegacquisition and learning among
migrant children; conflicts between the 2004 AdoptiLaw and the Hague Convention, and
whether the Netherlands law allowed for adoptidras tvere not consistent with the Hague
Convention provisions; what measures were beingrtas ensure that the State prioritised
strengthening of the family over the relegatiorclofdren to institutional care; and an
increase in the number of juveniles being heldcinsed” facilities and the root causes of that
trend.

With respect to the Netherlands Antilles, Expediseal about the holding of minors and
adults together in detention facilities; drug peshs among youth; high school dropout rates;



teenage pregnancies; reports that undocumentettemivere not admitted to public schools
in Sint Maarten; and what adoption laws existed medsures taken to eliminate illegal
adoptions.

Regarding educational issues on Aruba, an Expertedato know why it was so difficult to
make education compulsory; whether undocumentddrehihad access to school; and what
was being done to combat dropout and absenteetss ra

Further topics on which Experts had queries induthe root causes for the long waiting lists
of children for social services, and whether thaghnbe tied to decentralization of care in the
Netherlands; measures to identify foster parenvgnga reported lack of candidates; whether
the Netherlands had legislation prohibiting thes saltraffic of arms to countries that had
child soldiers on their territory; reports of chigth involved in hazardous or night labour in
the Netherlands Antilles and steps to ensure piotecfor such children; the situation of
street children in Aruba and the Netherlands Agsdilland protections and rehabilitation
services for children victims of abuse, includiragreestic violence and bullying in schools.

With regard to the right of the child to be head,Expert wanted to know specifically what
regulations applied with regard to asylum-seekinmigdcen and with regard to children's right
to be heard in the educational sphere.

Response by Delegation

Responding to those and other questions, the deageid that a system for monitoring
children’s rights had been in place since 2007Ytneh Monitor. That was a database run by
the Ministry of Youth and Families and it also leadebsite. There were over 60 indicators
tracked by the Youth Monitor in the areas of ediecatemployment, health and others users
could add the data themselves. The first annuathy®onitoring Report had been published
in December 2008.

Municipalities also collected data on children, tleegation added, and in the future they
would be integrated at the national level and adddbe Youth Monitor. By 2010 an
improved data collection system should be available

As to families, indeed the Ministry of Youth andnkiies had a focus on and worked to
strengthen families through the Plan for the Fantilg delegation said. A new policy
document in this area focused on a number of kkigties including more time for the
family; financial support for families; parentingiks; and families with multiple problems.

Concerning waiting lists for youth care, the detesyasaid that, to address that, there had
been performance agreements signed with the Adgotiaf Provincial Authorities, part of

which was that the Ministry for Youth and Famileegreed to deliver 100 million euros for
2008 and 2009 and the provinces would provide roatef their budgets (some 88 million
euros) for youth care services.

Also to combat those waiting lists, the Youth CAgencies had a focus on prevention, as
well as a focus on efficiency in youth care sersjder instance, initiatives to shorten duration
of treatment; to improve effectiveness through rnarimg; care management by the
provincial authorities through performance agreesjend shifts to non-institutional care
such as foster care and ambulatory care.



On children with disabilities, once the need farecaas certified, round-the-clock care would
be financed through the Exceptional Medical Expsifss.

With regard to children and alcohol, the delegasaid among measures taken by the
Netherlands had been the prohibition, startingyiaat, of alcohol commercials on television
and radio before 9 p.m.; fines for children und@rfdund in the streets with alcohol;
improved aftercare for youngsters admitted to habfor alcohol poisoning; tougher
penalties for drunk driving; and coordination witle commercial sector to promote a
campaign "no alcohol for those under 16".

Statistics on teenage mothers showed that therbdw 2,540 teenage mothers in the
Netherlands in 2007, which represented a drop tteprevious years. There were many
alternatives for care for such mothers if their ifaaa were not able to support them and
recently the Government had invested a supplemehmtarillion euros for a home for teenage
mothers as well as other support to adolescentemath

Responding on why the Netherlands allowed adoptioaiswere not within the Hague
Convention and "weak" adoptions, the delegatiorahtihat there were countries that did not
belong to the Hague Convention where children wereed, such as Ethiopia, Haiti and
Kyrgyzstan. In those cases, however, the delegati@ssed that the Netherlands applied the
same criteria as in the Hague Convention. Theyatsmallowed for "weak" adoptions, which
allowed for ties to the biological parents not eddompletely broken, in particular in cases of
adoption from Islamic countries. But they were phg®ut such "weak" adoptions.

On juvenile justice, it had been asked if a defdawg/er was able to be present during the
police interrogation of a minor suspect. The detiegehere noted that, while the right to legal
assistance was guaranteed, that did not guardraegyht to have a lawyer present during
police interrogations. That was the subject of mdebate in the Netherlands. Currently, they
were experimenting with having lawyers presentrupolice interrogations involving
serious crimes by minors, and the debate was oggoin

Under the current legislation on DNA in the Netheds, the storing of the DNA of minors
was not prohibited. The criterion for storage réselely on the type of crime involved, i.e.
the seriousness of the offence, and for certaimegcames DNA evidence could be stored,
whether it came from minors or adults.

Concerning security and the issue of bullying i& $khools, the delegation noted that the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science had ¢aed 90 million euros to the issue of
safety in schools, including prevention of bullyiddoreover, at the end of 2007, the lower
house of the Dutch Parliament had committed toidiog a mechanism for incident
registration; safety teams in the schools, for Whidad allocated 175 million euros annually;
and further organization and professionalizatiosafety measures and teams in schools.

On the dropout rate in the Netherlands Antillesyéthad been great progress made. In 1992
the rate had stood at 46.9 per cent; in 2001 &t @& cent; in 2007 at 25 per cent; and,
following the introduction of the Law on ComprehmsesEducation in 2008, that rate had
plummeted to 10 per cent. The goal was to do ee#ieib That law also meant that each
school had to have a special programme for migriaidren.



There was a problem with Sint Maartens with regarelducation of illegal immigrants, the
delegation recognized. That island had a Dutchamika French side, and was surrounded by
English-speaking islands. So whenever illegal inmamgs came into the country, even if they
arrived on the French side, the children were &etiie Dutch side for education. That had
put a strain on the schools system and, for tlzsa®, the authorities there had a policy of not
providing education for illegal immigrants. Howeytre Netherlands Antilles had made it
clear that its new law on compulsory education teege applied in Sint Maartens (i.e. all
children had to be kept in school) and the Dutché&Boment had now generously provided
funds for education to the Netherlands Antillesjchthad earmarked funds for compulsory
education. That would allow Sint Maartens to buaititlitional educational facilities needed to
handle the overflow.

With regard to teenage pregnancy in the Netherl&mtidles, the delegation noted that that
was a Caribbean/Latin American problem. Surveysvelathat in the Antilles women
considered having a child part of their statusvduld take a lot of time to deal with that
culture. What was hopeful was the fact that they ¢d@mpulsory education up to age 18.
Even if they had a child, they were compelled tdgok to school.

On disability, there was a serious problem on shend of Saba because there were no
facilities there. That was a very small island hagome 2,500 inhabitants, and there were
probably only four disabled children there. Indetbadt was probably one of the primary
reasons that the island had decided to integrétefie Netherlands, the delegation
underscored, because the cost of providing sudals®rvices to such a small population was
beyond the means of the Government of the Nethdslamtilles.

The delegation acknowledged that juveniles 16 ahgehrs old were not always tried as
minors under the criminal law, which allowed foetRublic Prosecutor and the Judge
discretion to try such minors as adults based @viaw of three criteria: the seriousness of
the crime, the personality of the minor and thewinstances under which the crime was
committed. Under the draft juvenile criminal cotleras mandatory that all those three
criteria be fulfilled for a minor of 16 and 17 yedpo be tried as an adult. The new criminal
code would also abolish life sentences for min@isdptried as adults.

Currently, minors 16 and 17 years old were kephénsame detention facilities as adults in
the Netherlands Antilles. While minors had a righs lawyer, neither lawyers nor parents
were able to be present during the police inteioga of minors. The lawyer would be
present however at all official proceedings, araittitial police interrogation would be
stopped once the child's lawyer arrived so thatdivyer could consult with his client in
private.

With regard to disabled children in Aruba, a coupflgears ago Aruba's Central Bureau of
Statistics carried out a comprehensive study omsitiation of the disabled in Aruba. There
were many programmes for disabled persons, oftelyUNGOs that were completely or
partially funded by the Government and which predigrogrammes for children both in
schools and after school. The Autism FoundatioAraba helped to raise awareness and
advocated for children with autism and their faesliMoreover, in the new Code of Criminal
Procedure discrimination against disabled persanbkjding children, would be specifically
criminalized.

As regarded teenage pregnancy in Aruba, in recsymuch attention had been given to



that problem. The Social and Economic Council hagented an extensive report on that
issue a couple of years ago, which showed thaiatieeof teenage pregnancies had remained
relatively stable for the past 10 years at 4.5ceet. Most teenage mothers were provided for
and supported by their families and if needed thpddtment of Social Guidance and
Counselling would provide assistance. Programnrgetiag teenage fathers so that they
would recognize their responsibility were also lace.

More generally regarding adolescent health cadima, adolescents had access to free
national health care. Although the social welfarggem was based on a family allowance,
there were several programmes targeting youngsgfeased towards preventive health. There
was also now a paediatric psychiatrist working nul#a since last year, filling a significant
loophole in health care for young people up to 2yé Aruba, the delegation added.

For street children, the Department of Social Afaook them into custody and found a
foster family for them, the delegation said.

Children placed in residential facilities in Arub@re there for behavioural problems and not
for financial reasons. For children whose pareatsfinancial problems other solutions
would be found, involving helping the family to edor the child or placing the children for
care with extended family, neighbours or fosteepts.

With regard to education, the delegation confirrtitet in Aruba all children, including
migrant children whose parents were in irregulatust, were provided with compulsory
education.

The juvenile justice system of Aruba equalled tifahe Netherlands. New draft legislation
on prisons had also been prepared which fully cedplith the Convention. Also, the same
legislation regarding storing of DNA that appliedthe Netherlands applied in Aruba, i.e.,
storing of DNA evidence depended solely on the reatd the crime, the delegation said.

Regarding a prohibition on corporal punishment,dakegation noted that, despite a public
debate, Aruba was not yet considering banning gatpaunishment in the Criminal Code.
However, there was still a debate ongoing on whietheh a prohibition would be included in
Aruba'’s Civil Code.

The inclusion of human rights education in Arutsalsool curriculum had been hotly debated
in Parliament recently concerning what subjectaikhbe included.

Back to the situation in the Netherlands, with rega the dearth of foster parents, the
delegation confirmed that there was a plan in ptadgdentify new foster parents and in 2007
more than 3,000 new foster families were welcomed.

Regarding children in asylum procedures, the dél@gaaid that in general they went
through the procedure with their parents. If theyravl5, children were heard separately or if
they were younger, and the circumstances meritéldetchild would be heard separately in a
child-friendly room with special facilities. Detéon of asylum-seeking minors could only
take place as a last resort, and in those casgsviire held with their families in centres
where their movement was restricted, but not cotalléaken away.

Concerning efforts to promote tolerance and to ctreltremism, the delegation said there



was a programme on radicalisation and polarizamong youth that sought to promote
intercultural dialogue. It sought in particulardo that through sport activities.

Preliminary Remarks

MARIA HERCZOG the Committee Expert serving as c@Bateur for the report of the
Netherlandsthanked all those taking part in today's disarssiWhat had been achieved in
the area of children's welfare in the Netherlarals$ lbeen very impressive. She was confident
that the European Union's plan on children's rigids also helping and allowing the
Netherlands to share information with other cowstri

Among issues of concern, Ms. Herczog said it widlhsiped that the reservations the
Netherlands had taken to the Convention wouldftedli The Committee also hoped that the
next report would be a unified one, including theee areas of the Kingdom, so it would be
easier to see the comprehensive picture and terloetmpare the situation of children
throughout the country.

For use of the information media; not an official record



